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The Pastor’s Corner 
 
Hearing that others share my dilemma 
is comforting. I love books, have the 
greatest intention to read each and  
every one of them, and yet I struggle to 
carve out time to do just that.  
 
My love of reading started in childhood 
and continues to this day. While living 
in Costa Rica to attend seminary, my 
family came to visit. Upon leaving, I 
insisted they each take home an extra 
carry-on bag stuffed with the theology 
books I could only get in Latin  
America. As you can imagine, books 
weigh a lot and my personal library has 
been packed and unpacked several 
times over the years with loving care. 
Settling into my new church home in 
Shrewsbury, it’s no surprise that I  
specifically selected the office which 
has the most bookshelves, and I invite 
you all to stop by anytime to see how 
full they are now.  
 
Imagining that pastors were able to 
somehow make time stand still and find 
countless hours for reading, prayer and 
reflection was my expectation;  
however, I’ve never personally found 
that to be the case. Here I am in 2023 
with a goal of reading over a dozen 
books. Hmm, I could start a book club, 
which might help with accountability, 
yet at the same time I don’t want to fail 
and disappoint anyone else. What if I 
can’t keep up with my own goal? It 
feels strange to put that thought down 

on paper knowing that others will read 
it. Despite my hesitation, I suspect that 
it resonates with others as part of the 
human experience, and that I’m not the 
only one whose actions don’t always 
meet one’s expectations; or whose fear 
of letting themself or others down  
overrides their willingness to take risks. 
  
Moses was intimidated by public 
speaking, Jonah didn’t want to relocate, 
Simon Peter thought he wasn’t  
qualified, Nicodemus feared being  
stereotyped by his profession, Martha 
was a compulsive cleaner.  
 
All of these Biblical forebearers had 
images of what it was like to be an ide-
al follower of God. All of them resisted 
their call  
because they felt they couldn’t meet 
those expectations. All of them were 
used by God to do tremendous things.  
 
God doesn’t expect us to be perfect. 
God does not expect us to fit a specific 
mold. God expects us to be faithful. I 
might not read all the books that I’ve 
set out to tackle this year, but I will  
earnestly try, and I’ll learn and build 
new relationships along the way.  
 
Pastor Holly  
(pastor@fccsm.org)  

 
Check out My 2023 Reading List (in no 
particular order) on page 2! 
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one smells the yet distant, but 

surely coming, summer.” 
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Pastor Holly’s 2023 Reading List (in no particular order)  

• “Creating Financially Sustainable Congregations” by James 

L Elrod Jr 

• “Credo” by William Sloane Coffin 

• “Glorify: Reclaiming the Heart of Progressive Christianity” 

by Emily C. Heath 

• “Generosity, Stewardship and Abundance: A Transforma-

tional Guide to Church Finance” by Lovett H. Weems Jr 

and Ann A. Michel 

• “Be the Brave One: Living Your Spiritual Values Out Loud 

and Other Life Lessons” by Ann Kansfield 

• “Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving an Finding the 

Church” by Rachel Held Evans 

• “The Way of Discernment: Spiritual Practices for Decision 

Making” by Elizabeth Liebert 

• “Shrewsbury: Images of America” by Michael Perna Jr.  

• “Lay Pastoral Care: A Narrative Approach” by Joretta L. 

Marshal and Christine Cozad Neuger 

• “This Here Flesh: Spirituality, Liberation and the Stories 

that Make Us” by Cole Arthur Riley 

• “White Too Long: the Legacy of White Supremacy in 

American Christianity” by Robert P. Jones 

• “The Church Cracked Open: Disruption, Decline, and New Hope for Beloved Community” by Stepha-

nie Spellers 

• “In Defense of Kindness: Why It Matters, How It Changes Our Lives, and How It Can Save the 

World” by Bruce Reyes-Chow 

• “A Woman is No Man, A Novel” by Etaf Rum  

The Lenten Season is quickly approaching. This year 
our Lenten Theme will be “Lead us not into  
temptation” each week in worship we will explore the 
temptations that lead us further away from a meaning-
ful relationship with Christ and with our community 
and how scripture can strengthen us to resist evil.  
 

Our Ash Wednesday service will be held in the  
sanctuary on February 22nd at 7pm.  
 
Each Wednesday in 
March there will be 
an in-person Bible 
Study and light 
meal from 5:30-
6:30pm. We will be 
delving into the 
Lord’s Prayer using 
the book Becoming 
Jesus’ Prayer. 20 
copies will be 
available through 
the church or feel 
free to order a 
(used) one on-line. 
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EVENTS 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

FEBRUARY 22 

7pm 
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300th ANNIVERSARY 
300th ANNIVERSARY GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
We are celebrating the Church’s 300th Anniversary by honoring the long tradition of caring and giving by our 
congregation.  As we have put it, “our sharing continues”. 
 
Thank you very much for your support of the January Giving Opportunity.  Because of your generosity, a total 
of 320 pair of women’s and men’s underwear were collected. These were taken to City Reach the last weekend 
of January as the youth of our Church served the homeless in Boston.  It is greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 
The next Giving Opportunity for February will be jars of peanut butter for the Mustard Seed, an established 
provider of meals for people in need and a long-time partner of the church. 

 
FEBRUARY GIVING OPPORTUNITY 
 
Our 300th Giving Opportunity for the month of February,  is in support of the 
Mustard Seed. The Mustard Seed offers an evening meal, a weekly prayer 
evening as well as related programs in the community on behalf of the home-
less in Worcester. Please consider purchasing a jar of peanut butter to share 
with the homeless who receive a tremendous amount  of their sustenance from 
this wonderful organization. You may drop off your jars of peanut butter in the 
bins at the main entrance and the west entrance clearly marked “Giving Oppor-
tunities” or you may leave them in the red wagon located in Gifford Hall.  This 
opportunity will continue for the month of February.  Thank you.  

Congratulations to our own 

Jack Gregory, newly minted 

Eagle Scout!! 

Thank you to Jeanine Vitale of Prism Point Photography for this 
beautiful picture of our church after a snow fall 

“Let us love winter, for it is the spring of genius.” 
Pietro Aretino 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/pietro-aretino-quotes


Page [5]  

 

Music ministry 
Make A Joyful Noise! 
 
The Training Choir and Youth Singers welcome new members at any time! 
We invite all young people grades 2 through 4 (Training Choir) or 5 through 9 
(Youth Singers) to join us for rehearsal on Sunday mornings, 11:00 – 11:45 
a.m. No experience is necessary – we learn and grow together. 
 
Looking ahead, on February 26, our “Trainers in Training” program begins, 
where we offer those in first grade the opportunity to join us and start the choir experience, learning songs to-
gether and participating in the church service singing as they feel comfortable. It’s a great preparation for offi-
cially starting choir next season, and a chance to create or strengthen friendships with other children in the 
church. 
 

Organ Refurbishment News 

The 1958 Casavant is being dismantled and  
prepared for shipment.  

“Before” picture 
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CHRISTIAN ED 

The Sunday School kids put together 
God’s Survival Kits on Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s Day, which were given to the 
Care Team for delivery to our dear  
shut-ins! 

SAVE THE DATE!!!      
                                                                                                                               
Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser in Support of Youth Mis-
sion Trip:  This sub sandwich fundraiser is for the annual 
youth mission trip in June. For $12.50, each order comes 
with one sub sandwich & one small bag of chips. You may 
order ahead by emailing fccshrewsburyyglead-
ers@gmail.com or by using the sign-up genius link https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0549aaa92ea0f94-2023 or 

by scanning the QR code on the right. We will also be taking pre-orders during cof-
fee hour on January 29 and February 5. Preorder deadline is Wednesday, February 8. 
Pick up your order at coffee hour on February 12th. Thank you for your support! 
 
Sub Choices: Ham & American; Turkey & American; Italian (with provolone); 
Meatball (w/provolone) 
Toppings: Lettuce, Tomato, Onion, Pickles, Hot Peppers, Oil, Vinegar, Mustard, 
and Mayo.     
 
February 
 
Feb 5 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 
Feb 12 – Super Bowl Subs Fundraiser, 8:30-11:30am 
Feb 19 – No YG, February vacation 
Feb 26 - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 
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Prayer of the Month 
 

Starting Lent 
 

Almighty and ever living God, 
you invite us deeper into your world, your 

people, your Lent. 
May this time be one of outward focus; 
seeking you in those we often ignore. 

Help us live a Lent focused on freedom, 
generosity, and encounter. 

Give us hearts hungry to serve you 
and those who need what we have to give. 

 
Author Unknown 

It is with sadness we share the loss of: 
 

Nolan Phillip Schloemer, who passed away unexpectedly 
but peacefully on Friday, January 6, 2023. He was the 
cherished son of Jamie Pearson, the precious great-
grandson of Bernice Forrister and great nephew of Tina 
Forrister. The congregation had been praying for Nolan 
for years. 
 
 
 

Marcia (Baker) Lehtola, 77, a member of our church, 
who passed away on January 13, 2023 in UMass Memo-
rial Medical Center – University Campus after a brief 
illness.  
 
 
 

Dorothy Russell Perkins, 91, a long time member of our 
church, who died peacefully at her daughter's home on 
January 20th. A private celebration of her life will be 
held in the future. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to The First Congregational Church. 
 
Marie A. (Butman) Gray, a long time member of our 
church, who died Friday, January 27, 2023, at home with 
her family at her side. She was 91. Family and friends 
will honor and remember Marie’s life by gathering on 
Friday, February 10th for a calling hour in the Parlor at 
First Congregational Church, 19 Church Road, Shrews-
bury from 10 – 11 a.m. followed by her funeral service at 
11 a.m. in the church. A collation in Gifford Hall will 

follow the service. Burial in Mountain View Cemetery will be private.   
 
 
 

 
Tis a Fearful Thing 

by Yehuda HaLevi  
(1075 – 1141) 

 
‘Tis a fearful thing 

to love what death can touch. 
A fearful thing 

to love, to hope, to dream, to be – 
to be, 

And oh, to lose. 
A thing for fools, this, 

And a holy thing, 
a holy thing 

to love. 
For your life has lived in me, 

your laugh once lifted me, 
your word was gift to me. 

To remember this brings painful joy. 
‘Tis a human thing, love, 

a holy thing, to love 
what death has touched.  

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

CPR/AED course for our FCC members.   
  

A Heartsaver Adult, Child, and Infant CPR/AED 
course will be held on March 4th from 12pm to 3pm at 
our church.  The class will include a book, a personal 
protective shield, and an American Heart Association 
certification card.  The class has a 10 person max.  We 

have three people already.  Join the fun and learn to 
save a life.  Contact Tonya Hautala if you are  

interested at thautala@townisp.com. 
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ministries 

Have you  
divested? 
 
Do you have a 401
(k), 403(b), or other 
investments? If you 
do, this article is for 
you, because you’re 
invested in the fu-
ture and it’s im-
portant to assess 
how your invest-
ments may impact 

the future.  
 
There is a growing movement to divest or eliminate 
investments in fossil fuel companies to help prevent 
the worst impacts of climate change. Simply put, di-
vestment involves selling stocks in fossil fuel compa-
nies and replacing them with stocks in other sorts of 
businesses. Since the start of the fossil fuel divestment 
movement, many mutual funds and exchange traded 
funds (ETFs) have been tailored to this purpose. 
 
There is now little uncertainty that burning massive 
amounts of fossil fuels increases global temperatures 
with dire consequences for the earth’s climate. Burn-
ing fossil fuels is quite literally wrecking the climate. 
And in the words of the climate activist and professor 
Bill McKibben, “If it’s wrong to wreck the climate, 
it’s wrong to profit from that wreckage.” Moreover, 
climate change is a moral issue, since the impacts of 
climate changes will adversely affect people through-
out the world, and have the worst consequences for 
succeeding generations.  
 
This is why our own church decided to divest from 
fossil fuels, and why we should too. 
 
But, will divestment have an impact on fossil fuel 
companies and the burning of fossil fuels? The short 
answer is that it will in the long run. From the small 
beginnings of a handful of colleges divesting their en-
dowments from fossil fuels stocks in 2012, the amount 
of divested funds has risen to more than 40 trillion 
dollars. To put that in perspective, that’s almost two 

thirds of total pension fund investments worldwide. 
The divestment movement has been joined by many 
faith-based organizations (including the UCC and our 
church), pension funds, colleges and universities 
(where the movement started), and foundations. As the 
amount divested grows, it will become increasingly 
difficult and more expensive for fossil fuel companies 
to raise cash.  
 
Perhaps as importantly, the divestment movement 
helps shine a light on the problems that ensue from 
unbridled fossil fuel use and increases public scrutiny 
of the practices of fossil fuel companies. 
 
Now comes the part where we take action and join the 
divestment movement, the how to part.  There are by 
now, many different mutual fund and ETF offerings 
out there (perhaps too many), and there are different 
criteria and approaches.   
 
There are three main categories of funds, varying 
mainly in what is excluded: Fossil Fuel Reserve Free 
(FFRE), Fossil Fuel Free (FFF), and Environmental, 
Social, and Governance (ESG). The distinctions are 
fairly straight-forward, FFRE funds exclude invest-
ments in companies that hold fossil fuel reserves (coal, 
oil, and gas), such Exxon and Shell, FFF funds go a 
step further by excluding investments in companies 
that provide fossil fuel infrastructure as well as those 
holding fossil fuel reserves, and finally ESG funds 
have provisions similar to FFF funds, but also exclude 
investments in companies based on social (e.g. tobac-
co, alcohol) and governance (e.g. how well a company 
cares for the environment or its workers) criteria.  
 
Each of these categories will be explained in more de-
tail in upcoming articles, but the most straight-forward 
in terms of divestment from fossil fuels are the FFRE 
and FFF funds. For company 401(k) or educational 
403(b) retirement investments, the choices will be lim-
ited to those offered in your employer’s plans. 



Page [9]  

 

ministries 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sunday Feb 12 1PM “Walk in God’s Creation” 
All welcome! Families, too! Place TBD 

 
Led by Sue Moore, Teacher Naturalist with Mass  
Audubon Questions? Call Sue@ 508-735-7820 
 
(Note: Rick McVoy formerly led these hikes and when 
he moved after our dear Marianne McVoy’s passing, I 
asked him if I could continue them in Marianne’s hon-
or. Hope you can join us!) 

THE MICAH PROJECT 
 
The Micah Project Invites you to join this 
zoom conversation on Feb 9th from 7-
8pm. 
 
Please register individually on the website 

below.  
We recommend many of the other topics offered by the Discovery Museum speaker series. A full list of 2023 
offerings can be found here. https://www.discoveryaction.org/education/discovery-museum-speaker-series 

Suppers of Seven 

(Formerly, Dine with Nine) 
 

Suppers of Seven is an all-church opportunity to en-
joy fellowship with old and new friends in a meal 
setting.  Once all interested people have signed up, 
you will be put in groups of six or seven.  It is then 
your responsibility to coordinate with your group 
members to gather for a meal 3 or 4 times during 
2023.  In the past, many have chosen to offer a meal 
in their homes and often share responsibility for dif-
ferent parts of the meal.  Alternatively, you can ar-
range to meet for a picnic or at a restaurant. This is 

a wonderful opportunity to get to know 
church folk in an informal setting.   
 
If you are interested, please sign up after 
worship in Gifford Hall during January or 
send an email to Tom Porter at 
tlporter@townisp.com. 
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PAST EVENTS 
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February is  
African American History 

Month 
 

Consider Saving the Date for this 
Online Presentation of the history of 

Afro-Christian Convention in the 
UCC.  

A reminder with a registration link will 
be sent in Looking Ahead. 

 
Registration is open now for the  

 
UCC New England Women's Celebration XI  

in Manchester, NH  
 

March 17-19, 2023 
 

Learn more and register online - www.uccwc.org 
$125 - Full registration* (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday) 

$100 - Saturday-only registration* 
*Please note, the registration fee does not include meals or  

accommodations. 
 

Are you a crafter, maker, creator, entrepreneur, vendor,  
exhibitor, etc. or know someone who is?  

Join the UCC New England Women's Celebration XI Market-
place! 

 
Learn more and download the Marketplace application at www.uccwc.org 
 
Celebration XI will be held March 17-19, 2023 at the DoubleTree by Hilton in Manchester, NH. The Market-
place will be open Friday, March 17, 12:00pm -10:00pm and Saturday, March 18, 7:00 am - 7:30pm. Direct 
link to the Marketplace application: https://drive.google.com/file/u/1/
d/1V7AoU3Wergq5JzcU7uEZXISLdHadBGXx/view?usp=sharing  
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 
19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-845-7286 
www.fccsm.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church on The Green Newsletter 
February 2023 Issue 
 

 

Please join us on Sunday 
mornings at 

9:30am 
 

  

Our mission: 
 
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word, and living by Christ’s 
teachings. We are committed to reaching our through prayers, car-
ing, sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
Senior Minister: Rev. Holly MillerShank 
pastor@fccsm.org 
 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 
 
Interim Christian Education Director: April Mullins 
cedirector@fccsm.org 
 
Church Administrator and Property Manager: Sabina Terrades 
office@fccsm.org 
 
Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 

FCCShrewsbury 


