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“Also I heard the voice of 
the Lord, saying, Whom 

shall I send, and who will 
go for us? Then said I, 
Here am I; send me.” 

Isaiah 



Page [2]  

 

The Pastor’s Corner 



Page [3]  

 

 Prayers for Elaine, Jennifer, and Valerie Shaw and their families, on the passing of  Elaine's 
husband, Jim, and their Dad, families of  Jon Scott and Kris Couture, for the families of  Bev 
Fletcher’s niece & family, Marie Murphy’s brother John, and the Murphy family, the Lallier 
& Tentor families, for the Marston family on the death of  Ed Marston, Paul & April     
Mullins on the passing of  Paul’s mother Rita,Tracey and Ross, Brenda Cofske, Julie Ann, 
Julia Dobner-Pereira, Jean Folsom, Rosemary Horesta, Anna, Norma Garcia’s sister,       
Patricia, Roberta Jelinch's sisters, Sandi & Dawn, Jan Smith, Ed and Betsy Giles, Donald 
Gray, Wendy Ziesemann’s sister, Tamara, Rebecca and Jennifer MacKenzie, Barbara     
Harlow, Bonnie Gibbs, Wendy and Tom, Lisa DiPilato, and Florence Stowe. 

 The people of  Morocco and Libya for the major traumas experienced through earthquake 
and flooding 

 The mission & works of  the First Congregational Church of  Shrewsbury. 

 For those impacted by the flooding in Leominster 

 Those within our church family & all faith communities who are dealing with illness, care-
giving, grief, mental health, unemployment, hunger, & homelessness in their daily lives  

 Members of  First Congregational Church in Spencer 

 The people of  Ukraine, Sudan, and other countries in our world dealing with war & unrest. 

 The people of  Turkey and Syria. 

 Blessings to all the Federal, state, and local law enforcement officials and K9 teams for their 
dedication, as well as to the residents of  Chester County , PA , who can finally breathe and 
sleep at night, knowing the escaped prisoner has been apprehended  

 Blessings to the government officials, first responders, health care workers, military       
personnel, and all who protect and care for us.  

 For the end of  gun violence, and the families and friends of  the victims of  the more than 
500 mass shootings since January of  this year. 

Prayer Requests 
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300th Anniversary 

RSVP BEFORE OCTOBER 13TH 

All reservations must be 
made by  

emailing Lauren Morse, 
Financial Administrator, 

at finance@fccsm.org 

Please indicate name, 
number of tickets, 

method of payment and 
meal selections. 

Payments can be made 
via personal check or 

online by selecting the 
option "Banquet". 

Click HERE for      

On-line Payments 

mailto:finance@fccsm.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRrpNbaknyFVUSMs_qNrSn12hjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTXgf_5sjk3w5WmZTp9N26U=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRrpNbaknyFVUSMs_qNrSn12hjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTXgf_5sjk3w5WmZTp9N26U=&ver=3
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Christian Education 

All 9-12 grades  ~ Youth are welcome!              
Bring a friend! 

 
October 

Oct 1 – Apple Picking, meet at church @ 2:00pm   *Cost 
$10 (plus any additional money for food) 

Oct 8 – No YG meeting, Indigenous People’s Day Weekend 

Oct 15 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm, Apple pie baking 

Oct 21-22 (Sat-Sun) - Youth Group 
Meeting at 4:30 (MS/HS), Pumpkin 
Carving, Spooktacular (6PM), Haunted 
Hayride & Lock-in (overnight) 

Oct 22 – No YG due to Saturday over-
night activity 

Oct 29 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 

Volunteers needed                               

for all grade levels.   

Teachers as well as Helpers 

Please see the Christian            

Education Table in Gifford Hall 

after the church service              

to sign up! 

October Kid's Zone Workshops  

Focus: The Ten Commandments 
 

October 8th: (Indigenous People's Long Weekend)  

Group Activity including a movie, crafts and snacks 

 

October 15th:  

Kid's Zone will be learning 10 Commandment through songs  

 

October 22nd:  

Kid's Zone will re-write the 10 commandments in their own words 

and create a banner 

 

October 29th:  

Kid's Zone will play games and learn 10 commandments with 

hand signs 
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Music Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Payment of Capital Campaign Pledges for Organ Rebuild 
 

The following is a summary on where we stand on our financing of the organ rebuild. 
 

Total Cost of Rebuild:    $433,820 
Total Paid as of 5/11/23:    $233,300 
Remainder Due as of 5/11/23:   $200,520 
Pledges Received as of 5/11/23:   $257,685 
Balance of Music Ministry Commitment:  $21,558 
Total Available as of 5/11/23:   $45,943 
Total to be Borrowed from Antenna  
Fund as of 5/11/23:    $154,577 

 

 
Since the Capital Campaign is spread out over 3 years, people who participated in the Capital 
Campaign have the option of paying their pledges over that period of time. However, based on 
the current pledge payments,  we are $154,577 short of the $200,520 that is due between June 
and the end of August. Unfortunately, we will need to borrow this amount from our Antenna 
Fund and paying it back as the pledges are received. Based on this, we are humbly asking, if at 
all possible, if you could submit any outstanding amounts that you have pledged for the organ 
rebuild as soon as possible to minimize the cost of borrowing from our Antenna Fund.  If you 
have any questions please contact Don Alger at donwalger@gmail.com. 
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Music Ministry 
Message from the Director of  Music                                                         

from the Music Ministry 

The Music Ministry has enjoyed being a part of  the 300th anniversary of  FCC. A special 

thanks to the 300th committee for organizing Uhlman’s ice cream at the Arts on the Green 

event on July 16th, featuring Chuck and Mud and the Hole in the Dam Band. The event 
was moved indoors due to inclement weather. Thank you to the amazing volunteers who 

braved the rain, took orders and served ice cream to the audience in Gifford Hall. It made 

for a lovely evening, despite the rain. 

Join us for the Spooktacular on      

Saturday, October 21st at 6pm in the 

Sanctuary. This year, we will take 
flight and feature music about birds 

and other winged creatures. 

We’re looking forward to celebrating 

together at the 300th Gala on           

November 4th. The after-dinner     

concert will feature the keyboard    

musicians at FCC: Malcolm Halliday,   

Andrew Lefferts, Isabelle Zhao,      
Anna Marie Smith and myself. The 

music will feature composers of  the 

last 300 years, including a few local  

to New England. 

The final Arts on the Green event for 2023 will be Caroling on the Common on           

Saturday, December 23rd at 7pm. Enjoy hot chocolate and the Worcester Brass Consort  

as we sing together at this annual event. 

Save the Date: Next year, on January 27th, 2024 at 4pm, we will welcome baritone Ron 

Williams and pianist Olga Rogach for an afternoon of African-American Spirituals  

entitled “Crossing over into Campground.” The works they will be performing beautifully 

capture the significance and emotional resonance of  the spirituals in the context of  the  

enslaved African American experience. Snow date will be February 3rd at 4pm. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Sincerely, Curtis 

 
 
 
 
 

Chuck and Mud and the Hole in the Dam Band  
performing in Gifford Hall on Sunday, July 16, 2023.  

 
-Photo credit: Jeanine Vitale, Prism Point Photography  
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Wider Church  
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Wider Church  
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Ministries 

To the Church Community: 

We would like to thank everyone from our Church Family 

who sent cards, thoughts, prayers and flowers to us during 

Rita's stay at the Rose Monahan Hospice Home and after 

her recent passing.  It was truly amazing and we felt so 

loved and supported.  Rita was a faithful person and        

receiving the notes and flowers from our church             

eased the days for her.   

 

Love and Blessings, 

~ The Mullins Family~  

Paul, April, Connor,  

Janey and Seth 
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Community News 

The Shrewsbury Garden Club Presents 

Scarecrows on the Common 

September 18 - October 20  

 

For the nineteenth year the Shrewsbury Garden Club is      

sponsoring its annual Scarecrows on the Common Display.  

Individuals, groups, businesses and clubs are encouraged to 

display their scarecrows for all to enjoy. There will be no judging 

but all registered entries will receive special recognition. 

 

How to enter: 
1. Create your scarecrow(s) at home. 

2. Bring them to the Town Common the week of September 18th 

3. Choose a spot to display your scarecrow. 

4. You are responsible for installation. No poles will be provided. 

5. Name of club, group, business or individual(s) must appear on the scarecrow. 

6. Your entry will remain outdoors for an extended period of time, no perishable goods such as pumpkins, 

gourds, squash, apples, tomatoes, etc. will be permitted.  No electricity is provided but solar, battery or 

wind power is allowed. 

7. Scarecrows MAY NOT be attached to the bandstand, memorial, newly planted trees or lamp posts. 

8. Scarecrows MUST remain on the Common through October 20th and then REMOVED. Any scarecrows 

remaining after October 22nd will be discarded at owners expense. 

 

The Shrewsbury Garden Club has the right to refuse any entry they feel unacceptable or inap-

propriate and are not responsible for loss or damage to scarecrows while on display. 

After installation, please call the number below or e-mail Hymedomaid@yahoo.com 

to register your contact information – name, phone number, e-mail 

 

For more information call 508-845-2630 or visit www.ShrewsburyGardenClub.org 

Start planning your scarecrow now and let’s make this the biggest display yet!  
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Sunday Worship 

All Saint's Day service is on October 29  

If there is a loved one who has passed away 
in the past year that you would like lifted up 

in worship please send their name to the 
church office (office@fccsm.org)               

no later than October 22nd. 

Thanks. 

~ Pastor Holly ~ 

mailto:office@fccsm.org
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For Your Information 
 

To all our  
outside 
groups,  

committees, 
and  

ministries: 
 
 

Churches are meant to be sanctuaries with 
open doors and safe spaces where people 
can enter and meet in peace and harmony.  
 
Church building security is a topic that 
has become critical in the last ten years  
as problems such as intruders and  
property damage have been increasing. 
With the right protocols and systems  
in place, a church can better protect its 
community from unauthorized access, 
theft or violence. 
 
First Congregational Church Shrewsbury, 
is home to both  internal committees and 
community groups such as the Scouts, 
Twelve Step groups, preschools, and 
more. The presence of young children  
has increased the need for safety. 
 
Our church has implemented a variety  
of safety measures including key 
cards, which allow doors to the main  
exterior doors to remain locked. 
 

Unfortunately, we have noticed that there 
are a variety of doors and windows that 
have been left open and/or unlocked,  
creating safety hazards for all. 
 
We would appreciate if everyone using 
the building could follow these simple 
guidelines: 
 
1. Enter through the main entrance only, 

using the key card. 

2. Do not prop the entrance doors open  

or the door by the kitchen (unless    

carrying items in the building for    

limited amounts of time while an      

individual remains at the door).  

3. Please be attentive to all posted signs 

regarding building use.  

4. Open only essential windows and 

doors while in  immediate use, close 

and lock promptly after use. 

5. Exit the building through the main 

door, making sure all the doors and 

windows are locked and all lights are 

turned off. 

A complete set of building use guidelines 
is available by contacting the office at  
office@fccsm.org. 
 
We appreciate your help keeping our 
church and people safe. 

mailto:office@fccsm.org
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Please join us  
on Sunday                
mornings at 

9:30am 

Our mission: 
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve  
God by studying and listening to the Word, and living by Christ’s  
teachings. We are committed to reaching our through prayers, caring,  
sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
Senior Minister:  Rev. Holly MillerShank 
pastor@fccsm.org 
 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 
 
Christian Education Director: April Mullins 
cedirector@fccsm.org 
 
Building Superintendent: Daniel McCarthy 
building@fccsm.org  
 
Administrative Assistant: Colleen King 
office@fccsm.org 
 
Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 
 
Nursery Care Provider: Katie Salsgiver 
 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 
 
19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-845-7286 
www.fccsm.org 
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