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A monthly newsletter from 
 

First Congregational Church  
of Shrewsbury 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

“Although Thanksgiving 
comes but once a year, 

every day should be  
a day of Thanks.” 

 
Monique Hammond  

 

 

MAY  

2022 

 

 

“To pray in the Holy  
Spirit simply means to 

lean upon His divine help 
as we pray. 

 
William Thrasher 

A Message from the Director of Music 
 

Events are happening again at FCC! In March, Arts on the Green hosted 
singer/songwriter Brooke Campbell. It was a 
treat to get to hear an artist with her craft. She 
has a voice that is ideal for the genre. I enjoyed 
the creative nature of her guitar arrangements. 
What a wonderful evening! You can find out 
more about her music at brookecampbellmu-
sic.com 
 
 
 

In April, Members of the 
Shrewsbury Ringers attended 
the Spring Ring in Tewksbury, 
MA. We worked with director 
Diane Burke for the day and 
performed for the concert in the 
afternoon. We were joined by 
other groups from around New 
England and even welcomed 
some guest ringers into our own 
ensemble. It was a great music-filled day! 

 
Also in April, we welcomed 
the Worcester Brass Consort 
back into the Sanctuary! The 
quartet performed selections 
with the Senior Choir, Train-
ing Choir and Shrewsbury 
Ringers on Easter Sunday. It 
certainly made for a joy-filled 
Easter! 

 
Many more events are in the works to celebrate the church’s 300th anni-
versary in 2023. I look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Curtis 
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300th ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION  

ACTIVITIES 
 
The list of events for our 
300th anniversary celebra-
tion is growing. 

 
Social Circles will be presenting a Coffee House on 
the evening of Saturday, February 11, 2023.  The 
event is spearheaded by Tom Porter and will be an 
evening of entertainment and great fun. 
 
Also in February, 2023, (exact date to be determined) 
there will be a celebration/time of gratitude for the 
100 years of Scouting that our Church has had the 
privilege to be associated with.  We will celebrate all 
their contributions in the past and their vision for the 
future. Reception to follow. 
 
In April (date to be determined) there will also be a 
celebration/presentation of the Earth Stewardship 
Ministry and all their contributions to the Church and 
the town of Shrewsbury over the years and their vi-
sion for the future. Reception to follow. 
 
A cemetery tour is planned for September 23, 2023  
(rain date October 14, 2023) in conjunction with the 
Shrewsbury Historical Society 
A historical service will be held on December 3, 2023, 

commemorating the founding of the church on De-
cember 4, 1723. 
 
Other events soon to be scheduled include a program 
by Sue Moore and her daughter, Jessica Deglialberti, 
on the La Romana Mission Project in Haiti to cele-
brate adult ministry; a historic presentation by Jim and 
Marcia Smith (aka Artemis and Sarah Ward); and his-
toric tours of the church.  Receptions will also follow. 
Of course, a banquet will also be a part of our celebra-
tion, and that is also in the planning process with a 
date to be announced. The banquet will be followed 
by an organ, piano and harpsichord concert in celebra-
tion of Music. 
 
There will be many more events to celebrate our 300th 
Anniversary, and we will keep you updated in the 
COG.  In order to make this year-long celebration 
memorable, we want to include as many groups and 
individuals in the Church as possible.  If you have ide-
as or questions, contact Sue or Dave Russell at 508-
753-1660, dasrusl@charter.net, or talk to us at church.  
We want your input, we want your ideas and we want 
YOU to be a part of this celebration. Please let us 
know what you are interested in doing. 
 
We are grateful to those who have already stepped 
forward and are planning events.  All of the anniver-
sary events will be highly publicized by our Market-
ing Committee, who will be inviting the community 
into our historic Church.  

As you drive past the front 
of our church this week, you 
may notice the brightly col-
ored flowerpots near the of-
fice and the steps. These 
were done by the Middle 
School youth group and are 
part of the "Sunflowers for 
Ukraine" effort that has 
sprung up nationwide and 
globally. The sunflower is 
the unofficial national flow-
er of Ukraine, and it has 
been used as a symbol of 
peace throughout their histo-
ry. It also fuels their econo-
my today - 70-90% of the 

world's sunflower oil exports come from Russia and 
Ukraine. 

Our unsung heroes… Thank you to the team of  
volunteers who comes to the office to help with 

mailings! 
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Long-time member Bill Davis' 
wife, Annette, 83, entered eternal 
life on February 21, 2022.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Long-time member Sue Saunders, 
81, entered eternal life on March 
9, 2022.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Long-time member Constance 
"Connie" Burr, 93, entered eternal 
life on April 20, 2022. 
 
the Month 

MARTHA  
CIRCLE  

BAKE SALE 
THANK YOU 

 
The Martha Circle 
would like to thank 
the congregation for 
their overwhelming 
support of our bake 

sale on Palm Sunday.  The preparation for the sale was 
not only fun but it was a wonderful opportunity for 
camaraderie and enjoying the friendships that have 
been formed. The money that was raised will help sup-
port projects that need to be done around the Church 
as well as supporting groups that might need some fi-
nancial assistance as we move forward.  Thank you. 

Coinciding with Earth Day observances and activi-
ties across the globe, the Town of Shrewsbury held 
its annual Town Clean Up (TCU) on Saturday, 
April 24th. It was a brisk yet glorious sunny morn-
ing in Shrewsbury.  First Congregational Church 
continued its long tradition of participating in this 
event and was once again assigned to clean up the 
75 acres of Dean Park.  Over the course of the 
morning, our band of seven picked up ten bags of 
trash, litter and other non-baggable items including 
a 1970's-style floor lamp!  We agreed that each year 
we seem to find slightly less trash and litter than the 
previous year. Our intrepid team included Diane 
Smith, Andrea Pereira, Paul Dobner, Debbie 
DelDotto, Darren DelDotto, Andreas Bergmann and 
Suzanne Moriondo.  Please consider joining us next 
year and share in our work to honor God's Creation. 
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Hope for Housing Gift Cards  
Your Support Makes a Difference  

  
Beginning May 1st after the Sunday’s Service we will 
be selling gift cards in Gifford hall on the 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month.  Great for gift giving! Cash or 
Check. Please have checks made out to “Hope for 
Housing”.  Thank you.   
 
Janet Pike mrsbear8@msn.com  
  
Gift Cards available for purchase:  
  
(NEW) Amazon -----> $25, $50 & $100  
(NEW) Starbucks -------->  $10 or $25  
(NEW) Target ------>  $25, $50 & $100  
(NEW) TJ Maxx / Marshall’s-->  $25 & $50  
Stop & Shop--------->  $25, $50 & $100  
Shaw’s---------------->  $25, $50 & $100  
Hannaford--------------->  $50 or $100  
CVS--- --------------------->  $20 or $50  
Dunkin' Donuts ---------->  $10 or $25  
Panera--------------------->   $10 or $25  
 
We are able to help people by selling Gift Cards be-
cause the retailers donate   2-10% of their gift cards 
sold to the Hope for Housing’s program which assists 
families at risk of homelessness. By purchasing gift 

cards for these local retailers, you can help to stabilize 
families and keep them in their homes.  
 
For example John and Terri are the parents of 1 young 
child and have lived in Webster for the last 10 years in 
the same apartment.   Both were working fulltime and 
making a good living wage and then life changed.   
John had a stroke. His recovery has been challenging 
and slow and he has had many complications that has 
set him back. Terri lost her job due to taking too much 
time off to care for her husband. John had applied for 
SSI and was waiting for approval; once approved it 
will lift a big weight off the family. John and Terri 
have been able to pay the rent but afterwards there 
was no other money left for other monthly expenses, 
dollars can only go so far.  They owed National Grid 
$298.00 and if not resolved the utilities would be shut 
off. Terri came to CMHA to meet with a Housing 
Counselor. CMHA was able to able to use HFH funds 
to avoid the shut off. Hope for Housing assisted with 
$150.00 and Terri and John paid the remainder.       
  
Hope for Housing  
Gift Cards’ Selling Dates  
 

05/15/22  
06/05/22  
06/19/22  
07/03/22  
07/17/22  
08/07/22  
08/21/22  

09/04/22  
09/18/22  
10/02/22  
10/16/22  
11/06/22  
11/20/22  
12/04/22  

12/18/22  
01/01/23  
01/15/23  
02/05/23  
02/19/23  
03/05/23  
03/19/23  

WALK FOR THE HOMELESS 
  

Ending homelessness one step at a 
time.  That is the mission of the Central 
Massachusetts Housing Alliance and its an-
nual Walk for the Homeless. The walk will 
once again be an in-person event which will 
take place at Elm Park on May 15, 2022. 
  
Members of First Congregational Church of 
Shrewsbury are planning to walk this year 
and would greatly appreciate your sponsor-
ship. To donate under the church team, go 
to www.classy.org/team/419475 and click 

on the Donate button under the green heart box. 
 
Your donation will support the Central Mass Housing Alliance & it’s affiliated organizations who are dedicat-
ed to helping end homelessness in Central Massachusetts. 
  
If you would like more information or would like to join the walk, please see Kathi Buzzell or Jean Feldkamp. 
 
Thank you for your support ! 

http://www.classy.org/team/419475
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Meetinghouse Minute 

No. 13 

 

Our present pulpit was con-
structed for the 1766 meet-
inghouse.  It seems very 
grand and high to a modern 
viewer but it is only a portion 
of its original glory.  As seen 
in the architectural drawing, 
the pulpit was crowned with a 
tall round-top window plus a 
pulpit canopy. The canopy 
served as a sounding board to 
amplify the preacher’s voice, 
and the high pulpit made him 
visible to those sitting on the 
main floor and in the gallery 
(balcony). 

The glory of the pulpit en-
semble was not just its im-

pressive size. It was probably the only part of the inte-
rior to be painted.  There is good evidence that it was a 
dark bluish green.  Fragments of the pulpit canopy 
now located at the Shrewsbury Historical Society 
(SHS) are green.  Also, before the recent painting of 
the church interior, the author took pictures of several 

large knicks on the side of the 
pulpit which reveal a dark bluish 
green paint. 

As we can see today, the pulpit 
exhibits elegant proportions and 
the fine carving of a master 
craftsman.  The pulpit canopy 
was even more elaborate. There 
are two wonderful canopy carv-
ings in the SHS: a rosette medal-
lion from its underside (what the 
preacher would have seen by 
looking above); and the “flame 
finial” that topped the canopy.  
The sculptural finial with its 
swirling tongues of fire is green 
on the outside and red on the 
inside with a carved centerpiece 
stick painted gold.  The rosette 
medallion has red and green on a 
gold ground. 

The Shrewsbury pulpit is men-
tioned in the authoritative book 
Meetinghouses of Early New 
England by Peter Benes 
(University of Massachusetts 
Press, 2012).  The Benes volume  
includes photographs of the flame finial and the ro-
sette. 

Architectural drawing 

 Rosette 

Flame 

Special Congregational  
Meeting 

 
At the special congregational meeting on Sunday, the mo-
tion to revise the by-laws was approved, and the motion to 
proceed with the $900,000 capital campaign was approved. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and participated in 
the meeting. 
 
The capital campaign has three purposes. The first purpose 
is to refurbish our organ. We have until May 20th to sign 
the contracts for its refurbishment. Unless we have pledges 
for the $430,000 cost, it would not be prudent to commit 

the church to paying for the refurbishment. Which is why we need your pledge as soon as possible. Refurbishing our 
organ is a once in a lifetime expense that we now face. Pledge cards will be available on Sunday, or you can email your 
pledge to finance@fccsm.org. Pledges made as part of a capital campaign are usually paid over a three year period. 
 
The second purpose is to make repairs to our building, including repair and painting of the gables (the triangular areas 
above the clapboard siding), painting the stairwells, re-doing the staff bathrooms, and replacing the rods that provide our 
balcony supports. The third purpose is to establish a fund to support mission events for adults and/or youth. 
 
As we begin to celebrate 300 years as a congregation, this is Our Time, Our Faith, Our Future. We hope everyone will 
support this campaign with as generous a pledge as possible.  
 
Jean Feldkamp, 
Moderator 

mailto:finance@fccsm.org
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SCOUTS ANNUAL 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 
19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-845-7286 
www.fccsm.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church on The Green Newsletter 
May 2022  Issue 
 

 

 

Please join us on Sunday 
mornings at 

9:30am 
 

  

Our mission: 
 
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word, and living by Christ’s 
teachings. We are committed to reaching our through prayers, car-
ing, sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
Senior Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. Jim Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 
 
Interim Sunday School Director: Deb DelDotto 
sundayschool@fccsm.org 
 
Church Administrator and Property Manager: Sabina Terrades 
office@fccsm.org 
 
Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 

FCCShrewsbury 


